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A Program of the Center for Public Justice

In February, winter is not yet over but its end is in sight. There’s still time
to sit and listen before the next season’s busyness arrives. Voices of
Lament, a devotional edited by Natasha Sistrunk Robinson, is
companion and aid to my listening this month. Robinson’s contributors
tell stories of hope and exile, uncover oppressions, summon anger, and
name grief. 

There is abundance in these stories, coexisting
with deep suffering. Tarah-Lynn Saint-Elien
writes about her mother, who, constrained by
chronic illness, nevertheless insists on music
and dance in the family home. “Even with pain
in my mom’s body, she dances,” reflects Saint-
Elien.
 
God calls us to remember through the practice
of lament as modeled in the Psalms and the
words of the prophets like Jeremiah. We must,
in fact, learn to lament so that we can
encounter reality more fully, trust God more
completely, and partner with God in healing
what is broken. 

Through lament, we can as Saint-Elien writes, come to see that
“blessings and brokenness can occupy the same space.”
 

http://url1681.cpjustice.org/ls/click?upn=H7VjY8CpNL0ef3IgtfBtb7SqRb0KKtgDFXSn2ZMpxON4zgRnLtInuGcWQz4TLuc-2FfKNos68Ug6pC702PC2q04w-3D-3Dd1uR_SU-2BV9V0sObt21-2Bxxq8yCx5lfaJ89ZiV64yDlCVcVbBJqiGnOOQzOx09gxsHYKlIaUR3ygIlRdGVexdrAAAAUOkNnKQ-2BxIotm6eOs-2BOuP6et5BJ34VpyHY9858JkJ8CRX9YJfrAWhLtnRg3Gj1JyN4Y8-2BqFIM-2F6QvGSD5lqku67-2BPQ4SD-2Fv0chfzlgpjwQGq0JEcDOfm3VpFNLzjrdD5fxOiKaTbixwknGvEERMNPi0o-3D
http://url1681.cpjustice.org/ls/click?upn=gmJeVlOOB7TuwCHkHz26gfsd17MG-2BwX84QBSHdaSQZ0gc2Z4v263V4Rbp0nhjMu2iX6wy6YZWng74ts9uoSzvBAz5fwo44cc0H4vGc5DY64-3DeW2f_SU-2BV9V0sObt21-2Bxxq8yCx5lfaJ89ZiV64yDlCVcVbBJqiGnOOQzOx09gxsHYKlIaUR3ygIlRdGVexdrAAAAUOsmvVt7TyvhmBo8jmgplIbaDj-2B83ti-2FkVWq-2FpmRUyA5RYbS6gfqG5NAruABVQvGdedQP3EK4HMQbEmPiUXaj5g8sIw3rhPOhe1vtHcuhuP-2BnHHTR6nkS5fBCPreO3PWhkyJ6mx44yq5AoVWRBP8hrlg-3D
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Peace and hope, 
 
Rachel Anderson

Resident Fellow, Families Valued

RSVP: Community Call and Text Study with
Families Valued

Estate of John August Swanson, https://www.johnaugustswanson.com/

This year's Families Valued theme is about envisioning a future where
families can live abundantly. Psalm 23 paints a biblical image of
abundance when scripture says “you set out a table before me…my cup
overflows.” 
 
Over the course of the year we are inviting advocates to a conversation
about the Psalmist’s abundant vision, what it means for our own lives
and for the work to build a common life in which all families have not
only enough but more than enough. For 2023, we'll be hosting a
quarterly text study series titled "Setting the Table where Families
Flourish" that will include Biblical texts and practical ways to help
advocates envision what a flourishing community looks like.
 
Join us on Thursday, March 2 from 12-1pm ET for the first of our
quarterly Zoom community calls around the theme of abundance.
Kendall Vanderslice will join us to discuss how we can set tables and
build communities that pull together individuals and families from many

https://www.johnaugustswanson.com/
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different walks of life to meet one another’s needs. We will also hear
about the implementation of the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act (PWFA)
and PUMP Act. Sign up here to register for the call.

Register

Revisiting: Black Motherhood Matters

 

From October: Listen to Khadija Garrison Adams, Lauren Reilford, and
Cessilye Smith and moderator Kathyrn Freeman reflect on Black
motherhood, including the systemic factors that lead to higher maternal
mortality rates for black mothers and their children. 
 

“The biggest factor we have to deal with [in black motherhood] is
racial trauma.” 

- Lauren Reliford
 

“See black women as image-bearers and not other-ed.”
- Cessilye Smith

 
“The health professionals we encounter are uninitiated in our

experiences, bodies and our uniqueness.”
- Khadija Adams

 
For those who want to keep learning, panelists and participants shared
several important resources: 

http://url1681.cpjustice.org/ls/click?upn=H7VjY8CpNL0ef3IgtfBtbwE4xMNB7j8aqqS75rGeVARfNFgRKJtkm4oyIt56kQlIA0m7HOPypwOAunmu5tse4bYPaI5r6ZPugE7uyWhw79Bvbpbl4mhzRTVm-2B4HDXCsn5t4U_SU-2BV9V0sObt21-2Bxxq8yCx5lfaJ89ZiV64yDlCVcVbBJqiGnOOQzOx09gxsHYKlIaUR3ygIlRdGVexdrAAAAUOkZAeHfRQipzHVoC5DQ7wr0gDR6PjGiV-2BPECW3Tlyd8KsZjW-2FXzntduAKyU-2BP5uf9iUi8PbNvHpsB5zx29p2tq-2FlmtDiQUsGiBRZvuyDCBISuvp-2B5xQQtsKSmB43ZIHgMg6jVpSN-2Fgum1-2FJ2IRyySAA-3D
http://url1681.cpjustice.org/ls/click?upn=H7VjY8CpNL0ef3IgtfBtb6Rd8ec-2B7XzJo952omNhHppGCd9j0yyXeAzgLu6BzvPCK2A50x30GBkDOnfnxwV1xQ-3D-3DFze__SU-2BV9V0sObt21-2Bxxq8yCx5lfaJ89ZiV64yDlCVcVbBJqiGnOOQzOx09gxsHYKlIaUR3ygIlRdGVexdrAAAAUOs58yJ6X-2BVrhk0-2BV-2FyOU06YAjlkzSUVqUeYu1pyeI9-2FkpFDCUoq-2BmgGKrPsCl-2FQDgLwOKxhhgYRNAct1258tyTLC-2B3nRgGS71iu8EJDG1c1lBgiAwHS84QUpVy0nLU8ZmrDzNmInrORapTPCXyziIo8-3D
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Mother to Son: Letters to a Black Boy on Identity and Hope,
Jasmine Holmes
Abide Women's Health Services
The JJ Way
Birth Center Equity
Commonsense Childbirth School of Midwifery
Perinatal Taskforce

In the News: Make Birth Free

Pro-life advocates introduce a proposal to Make Birth Free
Kelly Rosati, Rachel Anderson, and others respond in Christianity
Today
Leah Libresco and Patrick Brown describe more ways to improve
health coverage for women 
Reporting from The New York Times illustrates the need for
attention to racial justice in pro-child and family efforts

From the Families Valued Advocacy Team: Rachel Anderson
(Resident Fellow) * Madi Allen (CPJ Advocacy Manager) * Kathryn
Freeman (CPJ Consultant) * Michelle Kirtley (CPJ Fellow, Co-chair,
Association for Public Justice) * Chandler Robinson (CPJ Advocacy

Intern) 

If you believe Families Valued's work is important and valuable, please
consider supporting The Center for Public Justice. Visit our website to learn

more about us and make a donation.

The Center for Public Justice complies fully with federal and state charitable solicitation
requirements. Full State Disclosure information.

http://url1681.cpjustice.org/ls/click?upn=gmJeVlOOB7TuwCHkHz26gdy2LZ-2FyGr6yDuL1DaaipjkArNK-2BxV916tTDtuZDvd7JFrEs_SU-2BV9V0sObt21-2Bxxq8yCx5lfaJ89ZiV64yDlCVcVbBJqiGnOOQzOx09gxsHYKlIaUR3ygIlRdGVexdrAAAAUOn8tsaBU3Pp5UlppogV4cpwU1N1vz-2BU-2F-2BhnXCVyCB-2Bn0smd6jpPZY7VkLH3M9sbdD-2B52lRvdGx-2BBiy7y1Drzk2kSjbuZa4nI-2Bw5KLBENKbtKVE8Cy6ExDTjYdD2PfAXJAtKc5CpaN-2B8iJqdd7UtAAdU-3D
http://url1681.cpjustice.org/ls/click?upn=gmJeVlOOB7TuwCHkHz26gXCeP-2F-2F2kqMV-2BWQFqrPbeeZ6aiya0K1gHcS0EfMHK1qXycQr_SU-2BV9V0sObt21-2Bxxq8yCx5lfaJ89ZiV64yDlCVcVbBJqiGnOOQzOx09gxsHYKlIaUR3ygIlRdGVexdrAAAAUOuRpMcckJVoRYgZD4brDRe7FqqdJgyLvxPgy-2FZc1H48NihsncD8jEF4q40hcNJtppLQwsgcQQAPpoVGwsr2RfhHb7mvMUapOPXqzeQROc8ojZocimMfyi-2F765oYEJDF0JXoQzAIR4Orymqff3Zfqzc0-3D
http://url1681.cpjustice.org/ls/click?upn=H7VjY8CpNL0ef3IgtfBtb40Nhd3oAoVHdkRhsa5g-2FmomIo7TqHQRoMuwYeYB0XeXwvJTjlWpoSTXbmYHo4k-2B4w-3D-3D9iOh_SU-2BV9V0sObt21-2Bxxq8yCx5lfaJ89ZiV64yDlCVcVbBJqiGnOOQzOx09gxsHYKlIaUR3ygIlRdGVexdrAAAAUOsYjY0wJIsDkXc-2BHLRAgmzN8o-2B-2FxtmEebV7W9UnJv6XK0EupfXDaYr0koonoolWvGxyquQLxyDxy5IQbAtfmDLWNk3u2OlIiAujxB6MHkg7Ya1Vs67tAYzCjSE12OgFsCdDwOenH1JnXpdEZ7Z2eKy0-3D
http://url1681.cpjustice.org/ls/click?upn=H7VjY8CpNL0ef3IgtfBtb1cuCZkyJWf-2BmxfWObINXCkBVdl2pT4Ji4P7wDR-2BOihifL1DGsjBBK8S-2FzqQQ7fkPp-2BaW7T0QJv4roVrIfJrtSA-3DHya8_SU-2BV9V0sObt21-2Bxxq8yCx5lfaJ89ZiV64yDlCVcVbBJqiGnOOQzOx09gxsHYKlIaUR3ygIlRdGVexdrAAAAUOhHdHkpcBec6UmFWTyT4wA-2BGSNGb-2BLg1c0j1oKuLFGI6Hj1vyemgi-2BK6RYCLcz0FaENNEuMDeMaKCNdebyJ2mPlywPiS-2Bj-2FFJprUAECUzgOie42kOnWaV85wLo-2BPUpF8iNuPOJLBeisiUMmqg2Ow4b4-3D
http://url1681.cpjustice.org/ls/click?upn=H7VjY8CpNL0ef3IgtfBtb2w-2BiiWetvejQGmJ-2BOJPfGgJM5QmW4zywXR7YP-2BGS73GkXfp_SU-2BV9V0sObt21-2Bxxq8yCx5lfaJ89ZiV64yDlCVcVbBJqiGnOOQzOx09gxsHYKlIaUR3ygIlRdGVexdrAAAAUOtQk9XldsUZH80ZzusFK7qqTLAWgOTIG-2BkHXf4Hsv0I-2FdpVzOHkTTClsvWMpegQlHw-2BauxEtDgyVcP4-2FZVDxgeLMgrWD36ZL7gQu7xXGq1EZ9qR7dEGH6MYnGcwgl3NDiYy0jhVEgbrOwmz0Te9OVeQ-3D
http://url1681.cpjustice.org/ls/click?upn=H7VjY8CpNL0ef3IgtfBtbxFy5QnEx7u2KVFXHa1JMbp8XNwlLJxUHVsaLl0ebjQHewve_SU-2BV9V0sObt21-2Bxxq8yCx5lfaJ89ZiV64yDlCVcVbBJqiGnOOQzOx09gxsHYKlIaUR3ygIlRdGVexdrAAAAUOsVdOYFba6G1ct3-2FUsuydBaV5V5N3-2FWMGazC4lyFbzg225OHfHtpIHilpYTD-2BYPWN7f83xNbdwqseE4amJXtEqQth5-2FMMWuojForr0IN6c-2F-2FwZsddqkusGoU-2BnwRMXXn-2BTrPMQKV-2BW-2Fpj8u19H0hGVI-3D
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